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beyond the oot of the tail, giving a strong reachy &
to the hindquarters, as opposed to the weak croych
given by a tail which is too low set and has no curve of )
behind it. The tail should lie as closely as possible to oy hi -)}(“I{
the other; a central curl is not desirable, as it gives a ‘e 1 ‘”t_)r‘
handle effect and spoils the outline of the dog. The igey; i.i:t’
double-curl tail lying well down against one hip, so thay 0%{ a
the root of the tail shows from the other side. .

)€Q rap 1ICe

lngl lf}(}l.{\

ly

Colour
The popular colours are red and white; and black, tan and

white. Every effort should be made to get these as clear and
brilliant as possible. Light red, sandy and brown shades are
permissible, but are not nearly as attractive as the desired
bright red and orange red. Apart from the white feet, chest
and tail tip, the extent of the white markings is optional,
though a fair amount of white is proving most popular as it
makes a more striking looking dog. Black, tan and whites
should be coal black, with tan melon pips over the eyes, tai
cheeks and a fringe of tan where the black joins the white on
the legs. But there should be no intermingling of the different
coloured hairs. Creams used to occur quite frequently, but
have been a very rare occurrence for many years. These should
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' DESCRIPTION IN DETAIL

her put down at birth (when they are easily recognisable

v are a sort of cream-grey) or parted with as pets witho
rees. The scientific probability is that creams are eitheru;
. gene, and therefore extremely undesirable or. equall
d jrable, they are ‘near albinos’. Because of their lack gf
entation, pale colour, pink eye rims and washy noses, it is

hey might be harmful to the desired red colour, with the
eye rims, noses and dark eyes of the ideal Basenji.

riking looking dog’. Even in those days too much white used
up, such as half white ears and odd zebra-like stripes
the body. The author feels that common sense is the best
. to what is required and what is incorrect. Briefly, the

Vhere ‘white on the legs’ is stated, common sense indicates
at all white forelegs are permissible, but what of the
egs? Common sense would say that the usual white on the
egs extends to around the hocks, and photos of early
rts onwards sometimes show a fringe of white along the
hole of the outside of the thigh. More white than this would
ok unusual and therefore not desirable. With regard to the
hite blaze and/or muzzle, since the earliest days it has been
ccepted that this can go right over the head to join the collar,
- white blazes which include part or all of the eyes are
desirable. A frequent query is whether red markings 1n the
llar and blaze are allowed. Since 1939 this has always
L considered permissible, but white markings in the red of
oulders, the back or over the hindquarters Were

the worst type of mismarking —these Were

as ‘Islands of white’ which make them an easily
mis neat white collar,

od mismark. ‘White collar’ means 2 it has been
€re are many correct variations, and 1t 1 e
d that ‘white neck markings would be mml-(
ate White marks, half white collars and .Wl"llte s;reah:
ck are all considered correct. It seems it is only ¢

&
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cover sufficient ground

wide white collars which mighF be suspect, raising ¢,
query as to where a collar ends fmd mismarking begins, Her,. ;

is felt that the white should begin bf?low the ear and end hef 5
the shoulder blades. It is most important that the whi.
markings on all parts of the body should be pure white with p
ticking of black or red hairs. This is a very ugly fault, by i
should not be confused with spots of grey pigmentation on the

skin, which many Basenjis have, and which shows through if
the animal has a very fine coat.

Three new colours have appeared in Britain in recent years.
Black and white was achieved by the importation of Liberian
blood from West Africa (see page 81). This should be pure
black with the usual white markings. There should be no tan
hairs, nor any flecks of black hair in the white markings, and
the black must not be rusty looking.

The tiger-striped brindle is a red dog with clear dark brown
or black stripes over the head and body. A number of these
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'.wcre.see" all over the Base:nji country in the South Sudan, and R

 _lso in the Ituri forest region of the Congo. There is no doubt
they are an absolutely pure Basenji colour, in fact the
tiger-striped dogst.of the South Sudan were in many cases the
most typey Basenji seen, which is not surprising as true brindle
is a basic African colour.

Mahogany, tan and white is another Sudanese colour, seen
in the South Sudan. It was also the colour of Major Richards’
tri-colour, Nyanabiem, who was imported from the South
Sudan in 1938. The mahogany is very dark mahogany, almost
black, with tan and white in the usual places. If this colour is
imported in the future, it should be recognised as a true native
colour. After all, the aim of most Basenji clubs is to preserve

~ native type, and colour must come into this.

Another variation in colour arrived in England by a
different but equally legal method. It was found that the
imported native bitch, Fula (see page 78), carried black, tan
and white recessively, and this was brought out by line
breeding to her, in just the same way that the native bitch,
Amatangazig, carried tri-colour with melon pips recessively,
and this again was brought out by line breeding.
Amatangazig’s tri-colours were black, with white markings,
tan cheeks, tan seat and tan fringes to the back of the legs,
often quite a lot of tan where the black on the legs joins the
white and, of course, tan melon pips. Fula’s tri-colour was
rather different, as there were no melon pips, very little or no
tan on the cheeks and often no tan where the black joins the

- white on the front legs. In fact they could be mistaken for pure
black and white until close inspection reveals the tan fringes.

In some specimens there are only a few tan hairs inside the ears

and a slight fringe of tan down the back of the thighs. A gfeaf
number of people consider these are the ‘bl.ack and x‘vhltes

- which gave rise to black and white being included A th_e

~ original standard — as quoted by Mrs Burn in ‘the 1938 (,rllet lj

~ catalogue — as no one has ever mentioned finding a pure blac

) "E'ﬂﬁnd white either in the South Sudan or the Belgian Congo
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‘ no creams nor Pure black and
' -b.tful little specm'len were seen

;m leerla, is dominant to red
':;.melon Pips, and tri-colour
_t types of tri-colour.

jinant to tri- -colour without
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